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COMPONENTS LIST 

HARDWARE AND ROPE PACK

Downhaul tail

Outhaul control line

Vang purchase

Vang strop

Daggerboard elastic

Control line elastic

Toestrap elastic

Mainsheet

Main halyard

Main halyard tail

Mainsheet block

Vang cleat

Mainsheet traveller
 sisterblocks

Plastic ring

16mm block

16mm block with becket

40mm soft-attach 
Harken block

Control line ties

QUANTITY

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

4

Downhaul Control linc
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29mm block

Spring

18 mm soft-attach 
double block

16mm double block

Plastic clip

Traveller rope

Rope bobble

Shackle

Black plastic washer

Zip ties

Rudder downhaul

Rudder

Rudder stock

Tiller extension.

Dagger board

Boom

Top mast

Lower mast

Sail

Sail numbers

Document case

Owners’ Manual

Rigging Manual

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

8
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Congratulations on the purchase of your new RS Aero and thank you for choosing an 
56�SURGXFW��:H�DUH�FRQ¿GHQW�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�PDQ\�KRXUV�RI�JUHDW�VDLOLQJ�DQG�UDFLQJ�
in this truly excellent design.

7KH�56�$HUR�LV�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�ERDW�WR�VDLO�DQG�RIIHUV�IDQWDVWLF�SHUIRUPDQFH��7KLV�ULJJLQJ�
JXLGH�KDV�EHHQ�FRPSLOHG�WR�KHOS�\RX�WR�JDLQ�WKH�PD[LPXP�HQMR\PHQW�IURP�\RXU�56�
$HUR��LQ�D�VDIH�PDQQHU��,W�FRQWDLQV�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�FUDIW��WKH�HTXLSPHQW�VXSSOLHG�RU�¿WWHG��
LWV�V\VWHPV��DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�LWV�VDIH�RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�PDLQWHQDQFH��3OHDVH�UHDG�WKLV�
rigging guide carefully and be sure that you understand its contents before using your 
RS Aero.

7KLV�ULJJLQJ�JXLGH�ZLOO�QRW�LQVWUXFW�\RX�LQ�ERDWLQJ�VDIHW\�RU�VHDPDQVKLS��,I�WKLV�LV�\RXU�
¿UVW�ERDW��RU�LI�\RX�DUH�FKDQJLQJ�WR�D�W\SH�RI�FUDIW�WKDW�\RX�DUH�QRW�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK��IRU�\RXU�
RZQ�VDIHW\�DQG�FRPIRUW��SOHDVH�HQVXUH�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�DGHTXDWH�H[SHULHQFH�EHIRUH�
DVVXPLQJ�FRPPDQG�RI�WKH�FUDIW��,I�\RX�DUH�XQVXUH��56��\RXU�56�GHDOHU��RU�\RXU�QDWLRQDO�
VDLOLQJ�IHGHUDWLRQ�±�IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�5R\DO�<DFKWLQJ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�±�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�DGYLVH�
\RX�RI�D�ORFDO�VDLOLQJ�VFKRRO��RU�D�FRPSHWHQW�LQVWUXFWRU�

Please keep this rigging guide in a secure place and hand it over to the new  
owner if you sell the boat.
Please also see Owners Manual for technical summary and Capsize recovery.

For further information, spares, and accessories, please contact:

RS Sailing
3UHPLHU�:D\
$EEH\�3DUN
5RPVH\
Hants SO51 9DQ
Tel.: +44(0)1794 526760
Fax: +44(0)1794 278418
(�PDLO��ZZZ�LQIR#UVVDLOLQJ�FRP

2. Introduction
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3. RS Aero Registration 

:H�KDYH�LQWURGXFHG�D�QHZ�%RDW�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�V\VWHP�IRU�WKH�$HUR��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�����������
H[WUHPHO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KHOS�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�RZQHUV��GHYHORS�WKH�
&ODVV��FUHDWH�VWURQJ�HYHQWV�DQG�WDNH�WKH�$HUR�RQ�WR�WKH�QH[W�OHYHO�
 

RS Aero Boat Registration - how it works:

��������,W�LV�IUHH
��������2ZQHUV�JR�WR�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ZHEVLWH��RSaerosailing.org�±�%RDW�5HJLVWUDWLRQ��
��������(QWHU�\RX��QDPH�	�FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV��ERDW�QXPEHU��VDLOLQJ�FOXE�HWF�±�6XEPLW
��������7KH�$VVRF�HPDLOV�EDFN�D�SGI�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�'RFXPHQW��UHTXLUHG�IRU�HYHQW�HQWU\�±�RU��
         for re-sale of the boat) and a password.
���������:KHQ�D�ERDW�LV�VROG��WKH�VHOOHU�ORJV�LQWR�WKH�%RDW�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�SDJH�RQ�WKH�VLWH��
          using the password – and enters new owner details
���������7KH�QHZ�RZQHU�LV�VHQW�DQ�XSGDWHG�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�'RFXPHQW�
 

7KH�GDWD�LV�KHOG�E\�WKH�$HUR�&ODVV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��%\�GRLQJ�WKLV�ZH�ZLOO�WUDQVIRUP�WKH�IXWXUH�
strength of the Class and speed of growth.

 
3OHDVH�SOD\�\RXU�SDUW�DQG�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�56�$HUR�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�LV�¿OOHG�RXW�IXOO\�DQG�EH�
SDUW�RI�WKH�56�$HUR�UHYROXWLRQ�
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Preparation

<RXU�56�$HUR�FRPHV�FRPSOHWH�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�FRPSRQHQWV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�WDNH�WKH�ERDW�VDLOLQJ���
,Q�RUGHU�WR�FRPPLVVLRQ�LW��\RX�ZLOO�QHHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�WRROV�

����������3OLHUV�RU�D�VKDFNOH�NH\
����������6PDOO�ÀDW�KHDG�VFUHZGULYHU
����������39&�HOHFWULFLDQ¶V�WDSH

,W�ZLOO�WDNH�DURXQG�������KRXUV�WR�SUHSDUH�\RXU�$HUR�VR�PDNH�VXUH�\RX�DOORZ�SOHQW\�RI�WLPH�

:KLOVW�\RXU�56�$HUR�KDV�EHHQ�FDUHIXOO\�SUHSDUHG��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�QHZ�RZQHUV�VKRXOG�
FKHFN�WKDW�VKDFNOHV�DQG�NQRWV�DUH�WLJKW��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�ZKHQ�WKH�ERDW�LV�QHZ��
DV�WUDYHOOLQJ�FDQ�ORRVHQ�VHHPLQJO\�WLJKW�¿WWLQJV�DQG�NQRWV��,W�LV�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�FKHFN�
VXFK�LWHPV�SULRU�WR�VDLOLQJ�UHJXODUO\��$OVR�UHJXODUO\�FKHFN�WKH�EHDP�EROWV�DUH�WLJKW�

DO NOT use a knife or other sharp object to cut through packaging containing 
parts – you may damage the contents!

4. Commissioning
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Unpacking

+DYLQJ�XQSDFNHG�\RXU�56�$HUR��\RX�VKRXOG�FKHFN�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�DOO�RI�WKH�LWHPV�OLVWHG�
EHORZ�EHIRUH�WKURZLQJ�DZD\�DQ\�RI�WKH�SDFNLQJ��DV�WKHUH�PD\�EH�VRPH�VPDOO�LWHPV�VWLOO�
ZUDSSHG��3OHDVH�VHH�FRQWHQWV�SDJH�

8QSDFN�\RXU�$HUR�DQG�SODFH�RQ�D�VXLWDEOH�JXQZKDOH�VXSSRUWHG�WUROOH\��$YRLG�SRLQW�ORDGLQJ�
the hull skins. Dispose of any packaging.

7KH�$HUR�FRPHV�LQ�D�7\YHN�SURGXFWLRQ�EDJ�ZKLFK�LV�UHXVHDEOH��,W�KDV�SDGGLQJ�RQ�WKH�GHFN�
so you can stack boats together if needed. 

,I�\RX�DUH�WUDLOLQJ�VWDFNHG�ERDWV�ZH�ZRXOG�UHFRPPHQG�\RX�SXW�FRYHUV�RYHU�WKH�ZKLWH�����
SURGXFWLRQ�FRYHU�IRU�SURWHFWLRQ�DV�WKH�7\YHN�FRYHU�LV�TXLWH�GHOLFDWH��
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Rigging Guide 

5. Hull 

3/($6(�)2//2:�$66(0%/<�*8,'(�,1�7+(�&255(&7�25'(5
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��8VH�FDEOH�WLHV�VXSSOLHG�ZLWK�SDFN�WR�FRPSUHVV�VSULQJ�

1.

2.

4. 5.

3.

��5HPRYH�ULJJLQJ�OLQN�

��$GG�VSULQJ�ZDVKHU�WR�PDLQVKHHW�
block.

0DNH�VXUH�WKDW�ZDVKHU�LV�
correct way around.

��$GG�WKH�PDLQVKHHW�EORFN�WR�H\HOHW�
on the toestrap.

��6QDS�WKH�FDEOH�WLHV�DOORZLQJ�WKH�
spring to elongate.

������0$,16+((7�%/2&.�$66(0%/<
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3XVK�WKLV�WDE�WR�
release

6.

7.

100mm

��8VH�PDLQVKHHW�WUDYHOOHU�URSH�

��7LH�RYHUKDQG�NQRW�LQ�HDFK�HQG�

��$GG�WKH�YDQJ�FOHDW�

��3XVK�DQG�VOLGH�IRUZDUG�XQWLO�LW�FOLFNV�

��9$1*�&/($7

��75$9(//(5�6<67(0
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 Use rear cleat

 Use front cleat

8.

9.

10.

PORT SIDE

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�IURQW�FOHDW�

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�IURQW�KROH�LQ�JXQZKDOH�

STARBOARD SIDE

��8VH�RXWKDXO�URSH�

��3DVV�WKURXJK�KROH�IURP�XQGHUQHDWK�JXQZKDOH�

��3DVV�WKURXJK�UHDU�FOHDW�

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�IURQW���PP�KDUNHQ�
EORFN��%��RQ�SRUW�RUJDQLVHU�

��3DVV�WKURXJK���PP�VLQJOH�EORFN��$�

��3DVV�WKURXJK�UHDU���PP�KDUNHQ�EORFN�
(C) going towards the other side of the 
boat.

%

C

A

�������287+$8/�6<67(0
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11.

12.

13.

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�WKH�ULQJ�

��3DVV�DORQJ�XQGHU�JXQZKDOH�WKURXJK�EDUUHOV�$�DQG�%�

��3DVV�WKURXJK�IURQW�EXOOVH\H��&��DURXQG�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�ERDW�

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�WKH�ULQJ�

��3DVV�DORQJ�XQGHU�JXQZKDOH�WKURXJK�EDUUHOV�$�DQG�%�

AB
C

PORT SIDE

STARBOARD  SIDE

A B

��7LH�WKH�HQGV�WRJHWKHU�DV�VKRZQ�

��&XW�DQG�EXUQ�WKH�WDLOV��



12

 Use front cleat

 Use rear cleat

14.

15.

16.

STARBOARD SIDE

��8VH�GRZQKDXO�URSH�

��3DVV�WKURXJK�KROH�IURP�XQGHUQHDWK�JXQZKDOH�

��3DVV�WKURXJK�IURQW�FOHDW�

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�UHDU���PP�+DUNHQ�
block on starboard organiser. 

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�EORFNV�DV�
shown.

)URP�VWDUERDUG�
side

To port side

A

A

C 

C%

%

D

D

PORT SIDE

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�IURQW�FOHDW�

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�IURQW�KROH�LQ�JXQZKDOH�

��������'2:1+$8/



13

17.

18.

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�WKH�ULQJ�

��3DVV�DORQJ�XQGHU�JXQZKDOH�WKURXJK�EDUUHOV�$�DQG�%�

��3DVV�WKURXJK�IURQW�EXOOVH\H��&��DURXQG�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�ERDW�

PORT SIDE

AB
C

��3DVV�URSH�WKURXJK�WKH�ULQJ�

��3DVV�DORQJ�XQGHU�JXQZKDOH�WKURXJK�EDUUHOV�$�DQG�%�

STARBOARD  SIDE

A B

19.

��7LH�WKH�HQGV�WRJHWKHU�DV�VKRZQ�

��&XW�DQG�EXUQ�WKH�WDLOV�
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elastic

��$WWDFK�WKH�WDSHUHG�HQG�RI�WKH�GRZQKDXO�WDLO�
onto the double block with a bowline.

��7LH�DQ�RYHUKDQG�NQRW�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�HQG�RI�WKH�
rope.

20.

21.

22.

elastic

��3DVV�HODVWLF�WKURXJK�WZR�
UHDU�KROHV�$�DQG�%�

��7LH�HODVWLF�WR�SODVWLF�ULQJV�

��3DVV�HODVWLF�WKURXJK�WZR�
UHDU�KROHV�$�DQG�%�

��7LH�HODVWLF�WR�SODVWLF�ULQJV�

A

A

%

%

PORT SIDE

STARBOARD  SIDE

��������(/$67,&�7$.(�836
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23.

24.

DAGGERBOARD ELASTIC

MIDDLE TOESTRAP

��3DVV�HODVWLF�WKURXJK�IURQW�UHFHVV�DQG�WLH�
¿JXUH�RI�HLJKW�LQ�WKH�HQG�

��7LH�SODVWLF�KRRN�RQ�RWKHU�HQG�ZLWK�D�ERZOLQH�

<RX�PD\�QHHG�WR�XVH�D�VORW�
VFUHZGULYHU�WR�SXVK�WKH�HODVWLF�
through.

��7KUHDG�ZHEELQJ��$��WKURXJK�EXFNOH�DV�VKRZQ��,W�PD\�
EH�TXLWH�WLJKW�

��$IWHU�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�EXFNOH��WKH�ZHEELQJ�YHOFURV�
back on top of the toestrap.

A
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Rigging Guide 

���0DVW

3/($6(�)2//2:�$66(0%/<�*8,'(�,1�7+(�&255(&7�25'(5
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��6HOHFW�WKH�ERWWRP�VHFWLRQ�WR�VXLW�WKH�VL]H�RI�VDLO�\RX�ZLVK�WR�XVH��

��(QVXUH�WKDW�WKH�VOHHYH�DQG�WKH�LQVLGH�RI�WKH�WXEH�DUH�FOHDQ�DQG�IUHH�RI�VDQG��
$HUR�ULJV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�ZLWK�D�WLJKW�HQJLQHHULQJ�WROHUDQFH�RQ�WKH�VOHHYH�

�(QVXUH�WKH�WXEHV�DUH�DOLJQHG�DQG�SXVK�WRJHWKHU���7KH�¿UVW�SDUW�LV�RIWHQ�WKH�
KDUGHVW�GXH�WR�PLVDOLJQPHQW���,I�WKH�WXEHV�DUH�KDUG�WR�SXVK�WRJHWKHU�VSUD\�ZLWK�
PDFOXEH�RU�D�VLPLODU�SURGXFW�

1.

2.

3.

4.

Halyard

��$GG�SODVWLF�EREEOH�WR�
halyard.

��7R�NHHS�WKLQJV�QHDW�ZKLOH�
VWHSSLQJ�WKH�PDVW�\RX�FDQ�
DGG�WKH�PDLQ�KDO\DUG�DQG�WDLO�
to the lower cleat.

Halyard tail

��7LH�WKH�WKLFN�DQG�WKLQ�SDUW�
RI�WKH�PDLQ�KDO\DUG�WRJHWKHU�
with a double sheet bend.
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5.

6.

MAKE SURE THERE ARE NO OVERHEAD POWER LINES

��7KHQ�VWHS�WKH�PDVW�LQ�WKH�ERDW�

��$GG���PP�EORFN�WR�WKH�G\QHHPD�ORRS�DW�WKH�EDVH�RI�WKH�PDVW�
XVLQJ�WKH��PP�VKDFNOH�

%(�&$5()8/�,1�67521*�:,1'6�

0$.(�685(�7+(�0$67�67(3�,6�)8//<�/2&$7('�
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Rigging Guide 

���%RRP

3/($6(�)2//2:�$66(0%/<�*8,'(�,1�7+(�&255(&7�25'(5
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1.

3.

5. 6.

4.

2.

<RX�PD\�QHHG�WR�XVH�D�ÀDW�KHDG�VFUHZGULYHU�
WR�SXVK�WKH�G\QHHPD�ORRS�WKURXJK�WKH�EORFN�
and around the toggle.

MAINSHEET BLOCKS

Allow the loop to go 
around the toggle.

Allow the loop to go 
around the toggle.
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���PP

��&RZ�KLWFK�RQ�VLQJOH�EORFN�

��&RZ�KLWFK�RQ�VLQJOH�EORFN�ZLWK�EHFNHW�

7.

8.

9.

10.

��)ROG�YDQJ�VWURS��OHDYLQJ�RQH�KDOI����PP�ORQJHU�WKDQ�WKH�RWKHU�

�������9$1*�6<67(0
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���
PP

A

%

%

%

11.

12.

Cow hitch

��7KUHDG�%�WKURXJK���PP�EORFN

��7LH�%�RQWR���PP�EORFN�
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%

%

A

A

14.

15.

16.

When pulled tight all blocks should touch 
RU�VWURS�RQ�VWHS����QHHGV�DGMXVWLQJ�

%HIRUH�VDLOLQJ�KRLVW�WKH�VDLO�DQG�PDNH�¿QDO�
DGMXVWPHQWV�

<RX�PD\�QHHG�WR�DGMXVW�LW�DJDLQ�DIWHU�WKH�
rope has stretched.

VANG CONTROL LINE

A

A%

%

C

CD

D

E

��7LH�RQH�HQG�RI�WKH�YDQJ�FRQWURO�OLQH�RQWR�
the becket and thread through the blocks 
as shown.

��(�JRHV�WKURXJK�WKH�JRRVHQHFN�RQ�LWHP����
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17.

18.

��7DNH�WKH�WDLO�RI�WKH�YDQJ�FRPLQJ�IURP�
the single block and feed it through 
the starboard slot on the gooseneck, 
around the turning block and down the 
PDVW�

��)HHG�WKH�WDLO�RI�WKH�YDQJ�DURXQG�
the rear block on the starboard 
RUJDQLVHU��$��DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�YDQJ�
FOHDW��%���

��7LH�D�¿JXUH�RI�HLJKW�LQ�WKH�WDLO�

A

%

E
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19.

20.

21.

A

%

% C

CD

DE

E

��7LH�D�¿JXUH�RI�HLJKW�LQ�RQH�HQG�RI�WKH�PDLQVKHHW�

��)HHG�WKH�RWKHU�HQG�WKURXJK�WKH�FHQWUH�KROH�RI�
WKH���PP�EORFN�RQ�WKH�PDLQVKHHW�WUDYHOOHU�DQG�
then thread through the blocks as shown.

��7LH�D�¿JXUH�RI�HLJKW�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�HQG�RI�WKH�PDLQ-
VKHHW�ZLWK�MXVW�HQRXJK�VODFN�WKDW�WKH�ERRP�FDQ�JR�
to 90º.

��7KUHDG�WKH�RXWKDXO�WKURXJK�WKH�SRUW�VORW�LQ�
the gooseneck.

��3XVK�ERRP�WR�FOLS�RQ��,W�ZLOO�FOLFN�LQWR�SRVLWLRQ�

7R�UHPRYH�DJDLQ�WXJ�VKDUSO\�EDFNZDUGV�

$7�$//�7,0(6�0$.(�685(�7+(5(�,6�$�.127�$7�7+(�(1'�
2)�7+(�/,1(�72�35(9(17�/26,1*�,7�83�,16,'(�7+(�
%220�

MAINSHEET SYSTEM
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Rigging Guide 

8. Sails

3/($6(�)2//2:�$66(0%/<�*8,'(�,1�7+(�&255(&7�25'(5
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1.

2.

3.

��8QUROO�VDLO�

��$GG�WKH�FOHZ�ERRP�VWURS�RYHU�WKH�UHDU�HQG�RI�WKH�ERRP�

��$GG�RXWKDXO�URSH�WKURXJK�FOHZ�ULQJ�RU�VWURS�

9 7 5

��$WWDFK�WKH�PDLQ�KDO\DUG�WR�WKH�VDLO�

&KHFN�WKHUH�DUH�QR�WZLVWV�DURXQG�WKH�PDVW�

0DNH�VXUH�EDWWHQV�KDYH�EHHQ�WLJKWHQHG�

0DNH�VXUH�WKH�ERDW�LV�KHDG�WR�ZLQG�
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4.

5. 6.

8.7.

��+RLVW�WKH�PDLQ�KDO\DUG�

��&OHDW�WKH�PDLQ�KDO\DUG�LQ�WKH�
cleat on the starboard side of 
WKH�WRS�PDVW�

��)HHG�WKH�PDLQ�KDO\DUG�WDLO�
DURXQG�WKH�PXVKURRP�RQ�WKH�
PDVW�

��&OHDW�WKH�KDO\DUG�WDLO�LQ�WKH�
FOHDW�RQ�WKH�IURQW�SRI�WKH�PDVW�
and tidy into pocket on sail.

��)HHG�WKH�GRZQKDXO�WKURXJK�WKH�H\H�
RQ�WKH�WDFN�RI�WKH�VDLO�IURP�VWDUERDUG�WR�
SRUW�DQG�WLH�DQ�RYHUKDQG�NQRW�

��7KH�NQRW�MDPV�LQ�WKH�VORW�RQ�WKH�SRUW�
side of the gooseneck.

7KH�GRZQKDXO�PXVW�JR�LQVLGH�WKH�
tack strap.
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9. Foils

3/($6(�)2//2:�$66(0%/<�*8,'(�,1�7+(�&255(&7�25'(5

TOOLS NEEDED: ��������)ODW�KHDG�VFUHZGULYHU
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1.

2.

3.

4.

��8VLQJ�D�ÀDW�KHDG�VFUHZGULYHU��UHPRYH�WKH�EROW�IURP�
the rudder stock.

��)HHG�WKH�UXGGHU�GRZQKDXO�OLQH�WKURXJK�WKH�VWRFN�DV�
VKRZQ�DQG�DGG���PP�EORFN�ZLWK�ERZOLQH�

��$GG�WKH�UXGGHU�EODGH�WR�WKH�VWRFN�
and bolt in place.

,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PDNH�VXUH�HQRXJK�IULFWLRQ�LV�
added.

��$GG�UXGGHU�GRZQKDXO�WDLO�
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5. 6.

7.

8.

��$WWDFK�UXGGHU�WR�ERDW�

3XVK�EOXH�WDE�WR�UHOHDVH

��$GG�WLOOHU�H[WHQVLRQ�

Rudder blade can rotate fully.

When sailing, rudder downhaul tail goes to rear cleat.

Cleat
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Rigging Guide 

����3UHSDUDWLRQ�DQG�FDUH

3/($6(�)2//2:�$66(0%/<�*8,'(�,1�7+(�&255(&7�25'(5
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��&XW�DORQJ�GRWWHG�OLQHV�WR�IRUP�WKH�FRUUHFW�VDLO�QXPEHUV�

1.

2.

3.

��PP ��PP ��PP

��PP

��PP ��PP ��PP

��PP

180%(56�0867�%(�3/$&('�+,*+(5�21�7+(�67$5%2$5'�6,'(�

6DLO�QXPEHUV�VKRXOG�EH�VXSSOLHG�ZLWK�HDFK�VDLO�

/HDYH�D�JDS�RI���PP�EHWZHHQ�QXPEHUV�DQG�RU�OHWWHUV�RQ�WKH���
DQG���VDLOV��DQG�D�JDS�RI���PP�RQ�WKH���VDLO��

7KH������DQG���VDLOV�DUH�DOO�VLPLODU���8QUROO�\RXU�QHZ�VDLO��6WLFN�WKH�VDLO�QXPEHUV�
on sail, higher on the starboard side of the sail than the port, in the positions 
PDUNHG�E\�WKH�IDLQW�SHQFLO�OLQHV��

975 +
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5ROO�IURP��QG�%DWWHQ�

There are also faint lines on the sail to show where to place the national 
letters (although these are optional and not supplied as standard.)

4.

��%DWWHQ�NH\�VKRXOG�EH�RQ�FOHZ�RI�VDLO�

&KHFN�WKH�LQERDUG�HQGV�RI�WKH�EDWWHQV�DUH�SRVLWLYHO\��
ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�LQERDUG�SODVWLF�HQG�¿WWLQJ��7R�WHQVLRQ��WXUQ�
WKH�NH\�FORFNZLVH�XQWLO�WKH�FORWK�EHFRPHV�MXVW�WLJKW��,I�LW�
LV�RYHU�WLJKWHQHG�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�WURXEOH�WDFNLQJ�WKH�KHDG�
RI�WKH�VDLO�LQ�OLJKW�ZHDWKHU��,QVXI¿FLHQW�WHQVLRQ�DQG�WKH�
VDLO�ZLOO�VHW�XS�WRR�ÀDW�ZLWK�ZULQNOHV�UXQQLQJ�GRZQ�IURP�
the head.

:DVK�VDOW�RII�VDLOV�DIWHU�XVH�DQG�GU\��5ROO�IURP�WKH�
KHDG��,W�LV�HDVLHU�WR�IROG�WKH�KHDG�LQ��DV�VKRZQ��
so the top of the battens coincide before starting 
rolling.  Store sail in its bag in dry conditions away 
IURP�VXQOLJKW��$OWKRXJK�WKH�VDLO�LV�PDGH�IURP�
D�TXDOLW\�KLJK�GHQLHU�IDEULF�LW�LV�EHVW�WR�VOLJKWO\�
VODFNHQ�WKH�WRS���EDWWHQV¶�WHQVLRQ�IRU�ORQJ�WHUP�
storage.

:KHQ�XVLQJ�D�QHZ�VDLO�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��WU\�WR�
DYRLG�H[WUHPH�FRQGLWLRQV�DV�KLJK�ORDGV�RQ�QHZ�
VDLOFORWK�FDQ�GLPLQLVK�WKH�UDFLQJ�OLIH�RI�WKH�VDLO�

SAIL CARE

,I�\RXU�VDLO�LV�VWDLQHG�LQ�DQ\�ZD\��WU\�WR�UHPRYH�LW�XVLQJ�D�OLJKW�GHWHUJHQW�DQG�ZDUP�ZD-
WHU��'2�127�DWWHPSW�WR�ODXQGHU�WKH�VDLO�\RXUVHOI�$�VDLO�FDQ�EH�WHPSRUDULO\�UHSDLUHG�XVLQJ�D����������
VHOI�DGKHVLYH�FORWK�WDSH��VXFK�DV�'DFURQ�RU�0\ODU��7KH�VDLO�VKRXOG�EH�UHWXUQHG�WR�D�VDLO�PDNHU�
for a professional repair. Check for wear and tear, especially around the batten pockets, on a 
regular basis.
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STACKING

MAST BAG

HOW TO REPLACE A DYNEEMA LOOP IN MAST OR BOOM.

1. 5HPRYH�WKH�YDQJ�FOHDW�

3UHVV�KHUH�DQG
 slide aft.

2. 3XW�DOO�ULJJLQJ�VWLOO�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�
ERDW�LQ�WKH�PDVW�VWHS�VR�LW�GRHVQ¶W�
FRPH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ERDWV�

3. 

4. 

1. 2.

(LWKHU�XVH�WKH�ZKLWH�SURGXFWLRQ�FRYHU�DV�WKLV�KDV�
padding, or add padding in these areas.

The RS Aero is designed to be stacked.

0DNH�VXUH�WKH�ERZV�ORFDWH�

'R�QRW�VWDFN�PRUH�WKDQ���ERDWV�

7KHUH�LV�QR�QHHG�WR�UHPRYH�
WKH�HQGFDS�IURP�WKH�PDVW�RU�
ERRP�

WRSPDVW

Aero 5 and 7
ORZHU�PDVW

Aero 9 
ORZHU�PDVW

3ODFH�ERRP�RQ�WRS��

Clip the bag shut 
DURXQG�WKH�ERRP

Close lid

1. 

2. 

3. 
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FOIL CARE

TOP COVER

SPAR CARE

FIXTURES AND FITTINGS

56�$HUR�5XGGHU�EODGHV�DUH�PDQXIDFWXUHG�IURP�HSR[\�JODVV�DQG�FDUERQ�¿EUH�DQG�FRQWDLQ�
FORVHG�FHOO�IRDP�WR�HQVXUH�EXR\DQF\�DQG�OLPLW�SRWHQWLDO�ZDWHU�LQJUHVV�

Foils should be rinsed with fresh water after use.

,I�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�WUDLO�\RXU�ERDW�IUHTXHQWO\��\RX�PD\�ZLVK�WR�LQYHVW�LQ�DQ�56�6DLOLQJ��
SDGGHG�UXGGHU�EDJ��7KLV�ZLOO�SURWHFW�\RXU�56�$HUR�IURP�DQ\�GDPDJH�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�IRLO�

7KH�PDVW�LV�PDGH�IURP�FDUERQ�¿EUH��:DVK�ZLWK�IUHVK�ZDWHU�DV�RIWHQ�DV�SRVVLEOH��ERWK�LQ-
VLGH�DQG�RXW��&KHFN�DOO�RI�WKH�ULYHWHG�¿WWLQJV�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�IRU�DQ\�VLJQV�RI�FRUURVLRQ�
or wear.

$OO�RI�WKH�¿[WXUHV�DQG�¿WWLQJV�KDYH�EHHQ�GHVLJQHG�IRU�D�VSHFL¿F�SXUSRVH�LQ�WKH�ERDW��7KHVH�
LWHPV�PD\�EUHDN�ZKHQ�SODFHG�XQGHU�DQ\�XQQHFHVVDU\�ORDG��RU�ZKHQ�XVHG�IRU�D�GLIIHUHQW�
IXQFWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�LQWHQGHG�SXUSRVH��7R�HQVXUH�RSWLPXP�SHUIRUPDQFH��ZDVK�WKH�¿[WXUHV�DQG�
¿WWLQJV�ZLWK�IUHVK�ZDWHU�UHJXODUO\��FKHFNLQJ�VKDFNOHV��EROWV��HWF��IRU�WLJKWQHVV�

0DLQ�KDO\DUG
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����%UHDWKHU�DQG�
drainage holes

3/($6(�)2//2:�$66(0%/<�*8,'(�,1�7+(�&255(&7�25'(5
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%UHDWKHU�KROH���'2�127�%/2&.

'UDLQDJH�KROH���'2�127�%/2&.

'UDLQDJH�KROH���'2�127�%/2&.
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����2SWLRQDO�¿WWLQJV

3/($6(�)2//2:�$66(0%/<�*8,'(�,1�7+(�&255(&7�25'(5



40

��'ULOO���KROHV�XVLQJ�D����PP�GULOO�ELW��

��8VH�D�FRXQWHUVXQN�ELW�WR�UHPRYH�
D�VPDOO�DPRXQW�RI�JHOFRDW�IURP�
DURXQG�WKH����PP�KROHV��

MAINSHEET CLEATS  (optional) &217(176�

���;�PDLQVKHHW�FOHDWV

2 x thick cleat base

4 x screws

��5HSODFH�WKH�WKLQ�UHG�KDUNHQ�
cleat base plates with the slightly 
WKLFNHU�SODWHV�SURYLGHG��

��3ODFH�WKH�WKLFNHU�EDVH�SODWH�RQ�WKH�GHFN�ZLWK�LW¶V�
XQGHUJURRYHV�SRLQWLQJ�LQERDUG��,W�LV�SRVLWLRQHG�LQ�
the gap in the non-skid. There is a wooden block 
underneath. 

1.

3.

2.

4.

��7LH�D�SLHFH�RI�OLQH�WR�WKH�PDLQVKHHW�UDWFKHW�EORFN�
DWWDFKPHQW�H\H�DQG�KROG�LW�DFURVV�WKH�FOHDW�SRVLWLRQ��
Ensure that the base plate is at right angles to this 
line.

722/6�5(48,5('�

��'ULOO

�����PP�GULO�ELW

��&RXQWHUVLQN

��3R]LGULYH�VFUHZGULYHU
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��6TXHH]H�VRPH�VHDODQW�LQWR�WKH�KROHV��WKHQ�VFUHZ�
the cleats to the deck with the 2 inch 8 gauge pan-
KHDG�VHOI�WDSSHUV�SURYLGHG�&KHFN�WKH�VFUHZV�KDYH�
QRW�EHHQ�RYHUWLJKWHQHG�DQG�WKH�FDPV�PRYH�IUHHO\��
Wipe any excess sealant off with white spirit. 

5.

0DNH�VXUH�FOHDW�RSHQV�RXWZDUGV�

,I�RYHUWLJKWHQHG�WKH�MDZV�PD\�QRW�FORVH�SURSHUO\�

COMPASS BRACKET (optional)

2.

1.

��&OLS�WKH�FRPSDVV�EUDFNHW�RQWR�WKH�EXWWRQ�

��)HHG�WKH�YDQJ�WDLO�WKURXJK�WKH�FRPSDVV�EUDFNHW�
DQG�WLH�D�¿JXUH�RI�HLJKW�LQ�WKH�HQG��
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JC STRAP (optional)

Contents: 1 x string

1 x elastic

��[���PP�EORFN

2 x plastic clip

��$WWDFK���PP�EORFN�WR�ERZ�H\H�ZLWK�
string.

1.

2.

3.

��)HHG�WKH�HODVWLF�WKURXJK�WKH�EORFN�DQG�WLH�D�
plastic clip on each end with a bowline.

��5XQ�WKH�WZR�HQGV�RI�WKH�-&�VWUDS�
DURXQG�WKH�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�PDVW��RQH�WR�
port, one to starboard) and clip both 
HQGV�RQWR�WKH�VLQJOH�G\QHHPD�ORRS�RQ�
WKH�ERRP����

7KH�-&�VWUDS�PXVW�SDVV�RXWVLGH�RI�DOO�RWKHU�ULJJLQJ�



43

WIND INDICATOR  (optional)

Contents:

��7KHUH�VKRXOG�DOUHDG\�EH�D�¿WWLQJ�OLNH�WKLV�DWWDFKHG�
WR�\RXU�WRSPDVW�VR�WKLV�SDUW�LV�QRW�UHTXLUHG�DQG�FDQ�
be discarded.

��&OLS�WKH���SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZLQG�LQGLFDWRU�WRJHWKHU

��&OLS�WKH�ZLQG�LQGLFDWRU�LQWR�WKH�SODVWLF�¿WWLQJ�RQ�WKH�
WRS�PDVW�
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13. EXAMINATION REPORT
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14. SAILING HINTS

14.1 Introduction
7KH�56�$HUR�LV�D�YHU\�UHZDUGLQJ�ERDW�WR�VDLO�±�WR�IXOO\�DSSUHFLDWH�LWV�KDQGOLQJ��
\RX�VKRXOG�EH�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�WKH�EDVLF�WHFKQLTXHV�RI�VDLOLQJ�VPDOO�GLQJK\��
,I�\RX�ODFN�FRQ¿GHQFH�RU�IHHO�WKDW�D�UHIUHVKHU�LV�LQ�RUGHU��WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�DS-
SURYHG�VDLOLQJ�VFKRROV�ZKLFK�XVH�WKH�56�DHUR��6HH�ZZZ�U\D�RUJ�XN�IRU�PRUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��RU�IROORZ�WKH�OLQN�IURP�ZZZ�UVVDLOLQJ�FRP�WR�¿QG�\RXU�ORFDO�56�
$FDGHP\�

:KLOH�ZH�RIIHU�\RX�D�IHZ�KLQWV�WR�DLG�\RXU�HQMR\PHQW�RI�\RXU�QHZ�ERDW��WKH\�
VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�D�VXEVWLWXWH�IRU�DQ�DSSURYHG�FRXUVH�LQ�GLQJK\�
VDLOLQJ��,Q�RUGHU�WR�EXLOG�\RXU�FRQ¿GHQFH�DQG�IDPLOLDULVH�\RXUVHOI�ZLWK�\RXU�QHZ�
ERDW��ZH�UHFRPPHQG�WKDW�\RX�FKRRVH�D�IDLUO\�TXLHW�GD\�ZLWK�D�VWHDG\�ZLQG�IRU�
\RXU�¿UVW�RXWLQJ�

14.2 Launching

BEFORE LAUNCHING YOU MUST READ THE OWNERS’ MANUAL.

:LWK�WKH�VDLOV�IXOO\�KRLVWHG��DWWDFK�WKH�UXGGHUV�WR�WKH�WUDQVRP��7KH�ERDW�VKRXOG�
EH�ZKHHOHG�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU��NHHSLQJ�LW�KHDG�WR�ZLQG�DV�IDU�DV�SRVVLEOH��,I�\RX�
KDYH�D�FUHZ��V�KH�FDQ�KROG�WKH�ERDW�KHDG�WR�ZLQG�ZKLOVW�WKH�WUROOH\�LV�VWRZHG�
ashore. 

ENSURE THAT THE BUNG IS IN AND TIGHT!

7KH�GDJJHUERDUG�FDVH�LV�¿WWHG�ZLWK�D�VRIW�EHDULQJ�VWULS�RQ�HDFK�VLGH�WR�SURYLGH�
HQRXJK�IULFWLRQ�WR�SRVLWLRQ�WKH�ERDUG�ZKLOH�VDLOLQJ��KRZHYHU�ZH�VWURQJO\�DGYLVH�
that the board is always connected to the boat using the plastic hook and elas-
WLF�SURYLGHG��ZKLFK�LV�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�GHFN�¿WWLQJ�RQ�WKH�SRUW�VLGH�RI�WKH�PDVW�

TOP TIP

If the tide is coming in as you launch, make sure that you leave the 
trolley far enough up the beach that it will not be swept away.
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14.3 Leaving the Beach
7KH�HDVLHVW�ZD\�WR�JHW�JRLQJ�LV�IRU�WKH�KHOP�WR�KRS�DERDUG�ZKLOH�WKH�FUHZ�
KROGV�WKH�ERDW��7KH�KHOP�VKRXOG�SXVK�JHQWO\�RQ�WKH�WLOOHU�WR�ORZHU�VRPH�RI�WKH�
UXGGHU�EODGH�DQG�GDJJHU�ERDUG��7KHQ��V�KH�PD\�LQVWUXFW�WKH�FUHZ�WR�SXVK�WKH�
ERZ�RII�WKH�ZLQG�DQG�FOLPE�LQ��

7KH�VLQJOHKDQGHG�VDLORU�PD\�FKRRVH�WR�DVN�VRPHRQH�WR�KHOS�WKHP�WR�ODXQFK��
,I�ODXQFKLQJ�DORQH��VWDQG�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�DORQJVLGH�WKH�JXQZKDOH��KROGLQJ�WKH�
ERDW�KHDG�WR�ZLQG��/RZHU�SDUW�RI�UXGGHU��DQG�WKHQ�SXVK�WKH�ERZ�RII�WKH�ZLQG�
while hopping in.

�$V�VRRQ�WKH�ZDWHU�LV�GHHS�HQRXJK��PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�\RX�ORZHU�WKH�UXGGHU�EODGH�
IXOO\�DQG�GDJJHUERDUG�IXOO\��<RX�ZLOO�NQRZ�LW�LV�IXOO\�GRZQ�LI�\RX�IHHO�D�JHQWOH�
³WKXG´�DV�WKH�IURQW�IDFH�RI�WKH�EODGH�KLWV�WKH�IURQW�IDFH�RI�WKH�VWRFN��3XOO�WKH�VDLO�
LQ�DQG�\RX�DUH�DZD\��3XW�WKH�WDLO�RI�WKH�UXGGHU�GRZQKDXO�LQ�WKH�FOHDW�DV�SHU�
LWHP�����

)RU�WKH�EHVW�SHUIRUPDQFH��\RX�VKRXOG�HQVXUH�WKDW�\RX�DQG�\RXU�FUHZ�SRVLWLRQ�
\RXUVHOYHV�VR�WKDW�WKH�ERDW�LV�VDLOLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�ZDWHU�DV�ÀDW�DV�SRVVLEOH��

:DWFK�WKH�WULP��IRUH�DQG�DIW��DQG�WKH�KHHO��7KH�ERDW�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�VDLOHG�
as upright as possible.

14.4 Capsize
,Q�WKH�HYHQW�RI�FDSVL]H�WKH�EXR\DQW�WRSPDVW�ZLOO�XVXDOO\�SUHYHQW�WRWDO�LQYHUVLRQ��
7KH�$HUR�ULJKWV�VR�HDVLO\�WKDW�LW�LV�RIWHQ�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�FOLPE�RQWR�WKH�FHQWUH-
ERDUG�EHIRUH�WKH�ERDW�ULJKWV�OHDYLQJ�WKH�KHOP�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�RQ�WKH�ZLQGZDUG�
VLGH�RI�WKH�ERDW��7KH�$HUR�LV�VR�OLJKW�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�PDQ�KDQGOH�WKH�ERDW�IURP�
LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�VRPHZKDW�OLNH�D�VDLOERDUG��3RVLWLRQ�WKH�ERDW�RQ�D�EHDP�UHDFK�DQG�
FOLPE�DERDUG���'XH�WR�WKH�OLJKW�ERDW�ZHLJKW�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�FDSVL]H�WKH�ERDW�
EDFN�RQ�WRS�RI�RQHVHOI�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�IRUP�VWDELOLW\��7KLV�FDQ�EH�FRXQWHUDFWHG�
ZLWK�D�OLWWOH�PDLQVKHHW�WHQVLRQ�VRPHZKDW�OLNH�ZDWHU�VWDUWLQJ�D�VDLOERDUG��,I�\RX�
¿QG�LW�LV�VWLOO�GLI¿FXOW�WR�FOLPE�RYHU�WKH�ZLQGZDUG�VLGH��ZRUN�\RXU�ZD\�DIW�KROGLQJ�
WKH�JXQZKDOH�DQG�FOLPE�LQ�RYHU�WKH�ZLQGZDUG�VLGH�RI�WKH�VWHUQ��

Top Tip

$V�D�JHQHUDO�UXOH��VLW�IXUWKHU�IRUZDUG�LQ�OLJKWHU�ZLQGV�DQG�IXUWKHU�DIW�LQ�VWURQJHU�EUHH]HV�
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14.5 Sailing Close-Hauled and Tacking

7KH�'RZQKDXO�VKRXOG�EH�¿UPO\�WHQVLRQHG�IRU�XSZLQG�VDLOLQJ��<RX�VKRXOG�KROG�
the tiller extension across your body, with a knuckles-up grip, enabling you to 
XVH�RQH�RU�WZR�¿QJHUV�DV�D�WHPSRUDU\�FOHDW�ZKHQ�DGMXVWLQJ�WKH�PDLQVKHHW��

7R�WDFN��SXVK�WKH�WLOOHU�H[WHQVLRQ�DZD\�IURP�\RX�DQG��DV�WKH�ERDW�VWDUWV�WR�WXUQ��
VWHS�DFURVV�WKH�ERDW��2QFH�WKH�ERDW�KDV�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�WXUQ��EULQJ�WKH�WLOOHU�
back into the centre before sitting down on the new side, with the tiller exten-
VLRQ�EHKLQG�\RXU�EDFN��:KHQ�\RX�DUH�VHWWOHG��VZDS�WKH�PDLQVKHHW�DQG�WKH�
tiller extension into the new hands.

,I�WKH�ERDW�VORZV�ULJKW�GRZQ�DQG�IHHOV�OLIHOHVV�ZKHQ�FORVH�KDXOHG��\RX�FRXOG�EH�
VDLOLQJ�WRR�FORVH�WR�WKH�ZLQG��(DVH�WKH�PDLQVKHHW�DQG�µEHDU�RII¶�DZD\�IURP�WKH�
wind for a while to get the boat going again.

14.6 Sailing Downwind and Gybing
:KHQ�VDLOLQJ�GRZQZLQG��\RX�FRXOG�UHGXFH�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�GRZQKDXO�RQ�WKH�
PDLQVDLO��7R�J\EH��SXOO�WKH�WLOOHU�WRZDUGV�\RX�DQG��DV�WKH�ERDW�VWDUWV�WR�WXUQ��
VWHS�DFURVV�WKH�ERDW�IDFLQJ�IRUZDUG��2QFH�WKH�ERDW�KDV�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�WXUQ��
pass the tiller back into the centre before sitting down on the new side, with 
WKH�WLOOHU�H[WHQVLRQ�EHKLQG�\RXU�EDFN��2IWHQ��WKH�6DLO�ZLOO�QRW�ZDQW�WR�FRPH�
DFURVV�XQWLO�\RX�KDYH�QHDUO\�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�J\EH��VR�LW�RIWHQ�SD\V�WR�JLYH�WKH�
PDLQVKHHW�D�WZHDN�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�PDLQVDLO�RYHU�DW�WKH�PRPHQW�WKDW�\RX�
ZDQW�LW�WR�FRPH���2QFH�\RX�DUH�VHWWOHG��VZDS�WKH�PDLQVKHHW�DQG�WKH�WLOOHU�H[-
tension into the new hands. 
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15. WARRANTY

��� 7KLV�ZDUUDQW\�LV�JLYHQ�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�DOO�ULJKWV�JLYHQ�E\�VWDWXWH�RU�RWKHUZLVH�

��� 56�6DLOLQJ�ZDUUDQWV�DOO�ERDWV�DQG�FRPSRQHQW�SDUWV�PDQXIDFWXUHG�E\�LW�WR�EH�IUHH�
IURP�GHIHFWV�LQ�PDWHULDOV�DQG�ZRUNPDQVKLS�XQGHU�QRUPDO�XVH�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��DQG�
WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI�SUXGHQW�VHDPDQVKLS��IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�WZHOYH������PRQWKV�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�
FRPPLVVLRQLQJ�E\�WKH�RULJLQDO�RZQHU��7KH�RZQHU�PXVW�H[HUFLVH�URXWLQH�PDLQWHQDQFH�DQG�
care.

3. This warranty does not apply to defects in surface coatings caused by weathering 
RU�QRUPDO�XVH�DQG�ZHDU�

��� 7KLV�ZDUUDQW\�GRHV�QRW�DSSO\�LI�WKH�ERDW�KDV�EHHQ�DOWHUHG��PRGL¿HG��RU�UHSDLUHG�
ZLWKRXW�SULRU�ZULWWHQ�DSSURYDO�RI�56�6DLOLQJ��$Q\�FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�KXOO�VWUXFWXUH��GHFN�
VWUXFWXUH��ULJ�RU�IRLOV�ZLWKRXW�WKH�ZULWWHQ�DSSURYDO�RI�56�6DLOLQJ�ZLOO�YRLG�WKLV�ZDUUDQW\�

��� :DUUDQW\�FODLPV�IRU�PDWHULDOV�RU�HTXLSPHQW�QRW�PDQXIDFWXUHG�E\�56�6DLOLQJ�FDQ�
EH�PDGH�GLUHFWO\�WR�WKH�UHOHYDQW�PDQXIDFWXUHU��56�6DLOLQJ�ZDUUDQWV�WKDW�WKHVH�SDUWV�ZHUH�
LQVWDOOHG�FRUUHFWO\�DQG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�PDQXIDFWXUHU�

��� :DUUDQW\�FODLPV�VKDOO�EH�PDGH�WR�56�6DLOLQJ�DV�VRRQ�DV�SUDFWLFDEOH�DQG��LQ�DQ\�
HYHQW��ZLWKLQ����GD\V�XSRQ�GLVFRYHU\�RI�D�GHIHFW��1R�UHSDLUV�XQGHU�ZDUUDQW\�DUH�WR�EH�
XQGHUWDNHQ�ZLWKRXW�ZULWWHQ�DSSURYDO�RI�56�6DLOLQJ�

��� 8SRQ�DSSURYDO�RI�D�ZDUUDQW\�FODLP��56�6DLOLQJ�PD\��DW�LWV�H[SHQVH��UHSDLU�RU�UH-
SODFH�WKH�FRPSRQHQW��,Q�DOO�FDVHV��WKH�UHSODFHPHQW�ZLOO�EH�HTXDO�LQ�YDOXH�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO�
FRPSRQHQW�

��� 'XH�WR�WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDULQH�PDUNHW��56�6DLOLQJ�UHVHUYHV�WKH�
ULJKW�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�GHVLJQ��PDWHULDO��RU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�LWV�SURGXFWV�ZLWKRXW�LQFXUULQJ�DQ\�
obligation to incorporate such changes in products already built or in use.
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Bowline 
The bowline is a reliable knot used for tying a loop in rope. It is extremely 
strong when under load, and unties easily once free of load. Some people use 
the rhyme “the rabbit comes out of the hole, round the tree, and back down 
the hole” as a way of remembering how to tie a bowline. 
 
 
Take the end of the piece of rope 
and assess how big a loop you 
require 
 
 
 
 
 

Make a small loop in the rope
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Take the tail and lead it up through 
the loop 
 
 
 
 

 
Pass the tail around the standing 
rope 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Thread the tail back through the 
loop, and tighten 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

16. Three Essential Knots
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A ‘knot-on-knot’ is useful for tying the end of a rope to a sail or a fitting, and is 
particularly reliable due to the manner in which the rope binds upon itself.  
 
 
Tie a single overhand knot in the 
end of the rope. Feed the rope 
through the sail or the fitting, and 
tie another overhand knot in the 
rope. 
 
 
 
 
 
Pull the rope tight so that the rope 
binds on the original overhand 
knot. 
 
 

 
 
 Figure-of-Eight  

The ‘figure-of-eight’ knot is used as a stopper knot, preventing ropes from 
slipping through fittings. Like the bowline, the 
‘figure-of-eight’ knot unties easily once free of 
load. 

 

 

Make a loop in the end of the rope  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Lead the tail underneath the 
standing end of the rope  
 
 
 
 
 
Lead the tail of the rope back 
through the loop, and tighten  
 
 
 
 

Knot-on-knot
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A 
Aft                             At the back 

Anchor Line              Rope that attaches the anchor to the boat 

Astern                       Behind the boat 

Asymmetric              Gennaker flown from a retractable pole at the bow 

 
B 
Back                         To ‘back the sail’; allowing the wind to fill the back of the sail  

Bailer                       A bucket or other container used for bailing water 

Batten                       A thin strip of wood/plastic inserted in the sail to keep it flat 

Batten Key                A key used to adjust the batten 

Batten Pocket          A pocket on the sail that holds the batten 

Beam                        Width of the boat at the widest point of the side of the boat.  

                                  The phrase ‘wind on the beam’ means that the wind is coming from the side. 

Bear away                 To turn downwind 

Beat                        To sail a zig-zag course to make progress upwind 

Beaufort Scale          A measure of wind strength, from Force 1 to Force 12 

Bilge Rail                  The moulded line that marks the transition from the side to the bottom of  

                                  the hull 

Block                          A pulley used for sail control lines 

Boom                         The spar at the bottom edge of sail 

Boom Pad                  The pad that fits onto the boom 

Bow                            The front of the boat 

Bow Lifting Handle     The handle at the front of the boat, used for lifting 

Bowline               A useful and reliable knot, with a loop in it 

Bow Snubber              The part of the trolley that the bow rests on 

Builder’s Plate       Plate that contains build information  

Bung                            A stopper for the drain hole 

 

17. Glossary
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Buoy                           Floating object attached to the bottom of sea – used variously for   

                                   navigation,mooring, and to mark out a race course 

Buoyancy Aid             Helps you to stay afloat if you fall in the water 

Buoyancy Compartment       Water-tight compartment in the hull that maintains buoyancy 

Burgee                        Small flag at the top of the mast to show wind direction 

 

C 
Capsize                       To overturn 

Capsize Recovery       To right, or recover, the boat after a capsize 

Catamaran                  A boat with two hulls 

Centreboard                The foil that sits below the hull to counteract the sideways push of the wind,  

                                    and to create forward motion 

Centreboard Case       The casing in the hull in which the centreboard sits 

Centreline                    An imaginary line that runs through the centre of the hull, from the bow to  

                                     the stern 

Chart datum                 Depths shown on a chart, at the lowest possible tide 

Cleat                           A device to grip ropes and hold them in place – some grip automatically,   

                                     while others need the rope tying around them 

Clew                      Lower corner of the sail, closest to the stern 

Close hauled                Sailing as close to the wind as you can; point of sailing to sail upwind 

Cockpit                         The open area in the boat providing space for the `helm and the crew 

Collision Regulations   The ‘rules of the road’ to avoid collisions 

Compass Rose            The compass shown on a chart to aid navigation 

Crew                             Helps the helmsman to sail the boat, and usually handles the jib sheets 

Cutter    A boat with two headsails or jibs 

 

D 
Dacron                          A brand of polyester sailcloth that is wrinkle-resistant and strong 

Deck                        A floor-like surface occupying part of the hull 

Deck Moulding              A moulded deck 

Downhaul          Applies downwards tension to a sail  

Downwind                     To sail in the direction that the wind is blowing 

Drain Hole                     A hole in the hull from which trapped water can be drained 
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Draught                      The depth of the vessel below the surface 

 

E 
Ease                               To ‘ease sheets’ means to let the sail out gently 

 

F 
Fairlead                            A pulley block used to guide a rope to avoid chafing 

Foils            The daggerboard and the rudder 

Foot                                  The bottom edge of a sail 

Fore      Towards the front of the boat 

Forestay                           The wire line that runs from the front of the mast to the bow of the 

                                          hull, holding the mast in position 

Furl                                  To gather a sail into a compact roll and bind it  against the mast 

                                           or forestay 

 

G 
Gennaker                           A large sail that is hoisted when sailing downwind 

Gennaker Chute                Webbing pocket in which the gennaker is stowed when not hoisted 

Gennaker Pole                  The sprit that protrudes from the front of the hull, to which the tack of  

                                           the gennaker is attached 

Gnav Bar                            Bar that sits between the mast and the boom,  performing the  

                                           same function as a kicking strap 

Gnav Control Line              Line that applies and releases tension to the gnav 

Gooseneck                         The ‘jaws’ of the boom that clip onto the mast 

Gunwhale                          The top edge of the hull, that you sit on when leaning out to balance 

                                            the boat 

Gybe                                 To change tack by turning the stern of the boat through the wind. 

 

H 
Halyard        The rope used to hoist sails 

Halyard Bag                      Bag attached to the hull, in which the halyards can  be stowed  

Head                                 The top corner of a sail 
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‘Head to Wind’                       To point the bow in the direction that the wind is blowing from,  

                                               causing the sails to flap 

‘Heave to’                               To stop the boat by easing the main sheet and backing the jib 

Heel                                        A boat ‘heels’ when it leans over due to the sideways force of  

                                               the wind 

Helm/Helmsman                     The person who steers the boat, or another name for the tiller 

Hoist Block                              Block behind which the gennaker halyard is pulled when hoisting  

                                                the gennaker 

Hull                                        The hollow, lower-most part of the boat, floating partially submerged  

                                                and supporting the rest of the boat 

 

 
I 
 ‘Into the Wind’                        To point the bow in the direction that the wind is blowing from,  

                                                causing the sails to flap 

Inversion                                 A capsize where the boat turns upside down, or ‘turtles’ 

 
J 
Jammer            Another word for a cleat 

Jib                           The small sail in front of the mast 

Jib Sheet                        The rope used to control the jib 

 

K 
Kicking strap                            The rope system that is attached to the base of the mast and  

                                                 the boom, helping to hold the boom down 

Knot                                          A measurement of speed, based on one minute of latitude 

 
L 
Launching          To leave the slipway 
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Latitude                             Imaginary lines running parallel round the globe from east to west. 

                                         They help you measure position and distance on a chart. 

Leech                               The back edge of the sail 

Leeward                             The part of the boat furthest away from the direction in which the  

                                          wind is blowing 

Leeway                             The amount of sideways drift caused by the wind 

Leverage                          The result of using crew weight as a ‘lever’ to counteract heel  

                                           caused by the wind 

Lie to                                  A way of stopping the boat temporarily by easing sheets on  

                                           a close reach 

Lifejacket                           Unlike a buoyancy aid, a lifejacket will keep a person fully afloat 

                                           with their head clear of the water 

Longitude                           Imaginary lines running round the globe from north to south,  

                                           like segments of an orange. Used with lines of latitude to  

                                           measure position and distance 

Lower Furling Unit             The fitting at the bottom of the forestay that enables the jib 

                                           to be furled 

Luff                                     The front edge of the sail 

 

M 
Mainsail   The largest sail on a boat  

Mainsail Clew Slug             The fitting that sits in the track on the boom, to which the clew of  

                                           the mainsail is attached 

Mainsheet                        The rope used to control the mainsail 

Mainsheet Bridle                 The rope runs across the transom of the boat, to which the  

                                            mainsheet is attached 

Mainsheet Centre Block      The main block, usually fixed to the cockpit floor,  through  

                                            which the mainsheet passes 

Man Overboard Recovery   The act of recovering a ‘man overboard’ from  the water 

Mast                        The spar that the sails are hoisted up 

Mast Foot                            The bottom of the mast 

Mast Gate                           Fitting which closes across the front of the mast at  deck level, 

                                            holding the mast in place 
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Mast Lower Section         The bottom section of a two-piece mast 

Mast Step                         The fitting on the deck that the mast fits into 

Mast Top Section             The top section of a two-piece mast 

Meteorology            The study of weather forecasting 

Moor         To tie the boat to a fixed object 

Mylar                                 A brand of strong, thin, polyester film used to make  racing sails 

 

N 
National Sailing Federation  Body that governs sailing in a nation. In the UK, this is the  

                                             Royal Yachting Association 

Navigation                        To find a way from one point to the other 

Neap Tide                Tides with the smallest tidal change 

 

O 

‘Off the Wind’                  To sail in the direction that the wind is blowing 

Outboard Bracket Kit      Bracket which enables an outboard engine to be attached  

                                       to the transom 

Outboard Engin             Small portable engine that attaches to the transom 

Outhaul                         The control line that applies tension to the foot of  the sail,  

                                       by pulling the sail along the boom 

Outhaul Hook                 The fitting on the boom that hooks the eye at the  back of  

                                       the sail, and to which the outhaul is attached 

 
P 
Painter                            The rope at the bow used to tie the boat to a fixed object 

Pontoon              A floating jetty to moor your boat to 

Port                                 The left-hand side of the boat, when facing forwards 

 

R 
RS Dealer                 A third-party who sells the RS range 

Reach                             Sailing with the wind on the side of the boat 
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Reef                             To make the sails smaller in strong winds 

Retaining Pin                     On a trolley, to hold the launching trolley to the road base 

Road Base                         A trolley that you place your boat and launching  trolley upon to 

                                           trail behind a vehicle 

Rowlocks                            U shaped fittings that fix onto the gunwale and holds your oars in  

                                           position while rowing 

Rowlock Holes                   The holes in the gunwhale into which the rowlocks fit 

Rudder                               The foil that, when attached to the stern, controls  the direction  

                                           of the boat 

Rudder Blade                     The large, rigid, thin part of the rudder 

Rudder Downhaul              The control line that enables you to pull the rudder into place 

Rudder Pintle                     The fitting on the transom onto which the rudder stock fits 

Rudder Stock                     The top part of the rudder, usually including the tiller, into which the  

                                            rudder blade fits, and which  then attaches to the rudder pintle  

Run                                   To ‘run with the wind’, or to sail in the direction that the wind is blowing  

 

S 
Safety-Boat Cover               Support boats, usually RIBs, in case of emergency 

Sail                                      An area of material attached to the boat that uses  the wind to  

                                            create forward motion 

Sailmaker  A manufacturer of sails 

Sail Number                       The unique number allocated to a boat, displayed on the sail 

                                            when racing 

Sail Pressure                       A sail has ‘pressure’ when it is working with the wind to create motion 

Sailing Regatta                    An event that usually comprises of a number of  sailing races 

Shackle                                A metal fitting for attaching ropes to blocks, etc. 

Shackle Key                         Small key used to undo tight shackles 

Sheet                                    A rope that controls a sail 

Shroud                                 The wires that are attached to the mast and the  hull, holding  

                                the mast up 

Side Safety Line                  The line that runs along the side of the hull 

Single Handed                     To sail a boat alone 

Single-Line Reefing System   An efficient method of reefing with one line 
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Slider                                  Sliding fitting on the boom to which the gnav bar is attached 

Soundings                           The numbers on a chart showing depth 

Spars                                  The poles, usually carbon or aluminium, to which the sail is attached 

Spreaders                           Metal fittings attached to the mast which hold the  shrouds out  

Spring Tide                          The tides with the biggest range and strongest currents 

Starboard.                           The right-hand side of the boat, when facing forwards 

Stern                                   The back of the boat 

Stern Lifting Handles           The handles at the stern, used for lifting the boat 

Stopper Knot                        A form of knot used to prevent a rope from sliding  through a 

                                             fitting, such as a pulley or a cleat 

 

T 
Tack                               a) To change direction by turning the bow of the boat through the wind 

           b) The bottom front corner of a sail 

Tack Bar                         The bar at the bow of the hull, to which the tack of the jib is attached 

Tack Line                          The rope that emerges from the front of the gennaker pole, to which  

                                         the tack of the gennaker is attached 

Tender                             A small vessel, usually used to transport crew to a larger vessel 

Tidal height                    The depth of water above chart datum 

Tidal range                      The difference between the depth of water at low and high tide 

Tidal stream                     The direction in which the tide is flowing 

Tiller                                The stick attached to the rudder, used to steer the boat 

Tiller Extension               A pole attached to the tiller to extend its reach, usually used when hiking 

Toe Straps                     The straps to tuck your feet under when you lean out to balance the boat. 

Top Furling Unit             Fitting at the top of the forestay which enables the jib to be furled 

Towing Line                    A rope attached to the boat, used to connect to a towing vessel 

Transit                              An imaginary line between two fixed objects, used to ensure that  

                                        you are staying on course 

Transom                          The vertical surface at the back of the boat 

Trim             Keeping the boat level fore and aft 

Trimaran                          A boat with three hulls 

Trolley                              A wheeled structure, used to move the boat around on land 

Trolley Supports               The part of the trolley in direct contact with the hull 
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U 
‘Under Weigh’                  A term derived from the act of ‘weighing’ anchor,  meaning to be 

                                        in motion 

Upwind                            To sail against the direction in which the wind is blowing 

 

W 
Wetsuit                            Neoprene sailing suit designed to keep you warm when wet 

Windward                        The part of the boat closest to the direction in which the wind is blowing 


